HINDUISM,    OLD   AND   NEW
village temple and street, has very little in common with
the type of Hinduism just dealt with. In fact, " village
Hinduism " has no more to do with the highest side of the
«Hindu religion than has the Christianity of some churches
and chapels with the religion of Jesus. The incarnations
of Vishnu, which have already been mentioned, together
with the numerous and complex legends about them, have
been stressed to such an extent (just as were the saints in the
mediaeval Christian Church) that they have become separate
gods. Each god or goddess has his or her special attributes,
each story about them its special significance. The result
has been the building up of a pantheon of subsidiary gods
so large that a very spacious heaven must be required to
hold them. Different parts of the country, and sometimes
even different villages, worship different gods.
Popular gods, like Ganapati, the elephant-headed son of
Siva, bringer of good luck, are universally worshipped. In
South India, Subramonian is especially adored as the god of
learning. Lower in the social scale, the village " Ammal,"
or mother, is a purely animistic creation of the villagers,
usually a terrible being, requiring sacrifices if they are
permitted by law ; and very often her temple is the seat of
debased orgies. Near our hospital at Neyyoor is an ant-
heap, worshipped as a goddess for miles around, and said
to have great power as a healer of cripples. Each year a
festival takes place, and for days the roads are thick with
people walking to the festival—often going a hundred miles
or more on foot, regularly once a year, to worship the ant-
heap at the auspicious time. A brisk trade is done in
rough models of arms or legs to be presented to the spirit
of the ant-heap by being thrown on to the roof of the temple,
If you have no baby, you can buy a model cradle for a
penny and throw it up ; provided it reaches the roof, the
ant-heap spirit will give you your baby before another year
is out. A touching sight at this festival is the offering of
the rice before it is eaten. The family—father, mother,
and all the children—spread out their rice on the ground
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